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with atmospheric qualities that are dark
and sinister — but not without hope.
Their protagonists — some with
profoundly ﬂawed personalities, others
less so — have something of the
romantic optimist about them; men and
women driven to face moral challenges
and to do battle with the forces of evil —
or plain banality. They live in a world
where natural justice isn’t part of the
landscape. Good may not inevitably
triumph, but sometimes it does — and if
our heroes can’t always impose justice,
we hope for a while they manage to hold
the dark and sinister forces at bay. To
paraphrase Raymond Chandler: ‘But
down these mean streets a man must
go who is not himself entirely mean’

Pedro de Paz The Man Who Killed Durruti

Winner of the 2003 José Saramago International Short Novel Award

Just after midday on 19 November 1936, Buenaventura Durruti – the
revolutionary and Spanish Civil War leader – set out for the Clinical Hospital in
Madrid, the scene of serious ﬁghting with Franco’s Moorish troops. Besides his
driver Julio Graves, he was accompanied by three other men: Miguel Yoldi,
Bonilla and his military adviser Sergeant José Manzana. Spotting a group of
milicianos he thought were deserters, Durruti stopped the car and got out to
order them to return to their positions, which they did. As Durutti tried to re-enter
the vehicle, a burst of machine-gun ﬁre hit him in the chest at point-blank range.
Within hours he was dead from his wounds, aged 40. But with the ending of his
life began the questions that have eluded clear answers ever since. Who ﬁred the fatal shots? Were they accidentally
self-inﬂicted when his own weapon knocked against the car door? Did one of the other occupants deliberately assassinate
him? Or was the “troublesome priest” of anarchism silenced by an unknown sniper’s bullet?

A former policeman, now a Major in the Spanish Republican Army, is sent to Madrid to investigate the circumstances in
which the legendary anarchist was killed. In his search for the truth he interviews the key witnesses and uncovers a number
of contradictory accounts. Nobody tells the same story in quite the same way, but as an experienced police ofﬁcer he
knows it is not inconceivable that they are all telling the truth. But it is also possible that some of them are lying, that some
are trying to hide what they know, and, more sinisterly, that some may be seeking to sabotage his investigation for darker
political ends.
Making imaginative and ingenious use of the detective novel as a literary device, Pedro de Paz explores various hypotheses
and scenarios that could at last provide us, seventy years on, with believable explanations about the chain of events leading
to the death of a truly remarkable man.
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